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“ A   M A T T E R   O F   P R I N C I P A L ”  

By  D e n i s e  B u d g e n  &  Rachel  Bradley 

Our MISSION at FFCA is: 

“To provide a safe and caring 
environment where academic 
excellence, character develop-

ment, parental involvement and 
staff leadership are valued and 

fostered.” 

Our VISION at FFCA is: 

“Excellence in student achieve-
ment and character development 

through distinctive  
teaching and learning.” 

                          

As 2021 comes to a close it is a natural time to reflect on the challenges and growth 
that has occurred this year. Our school has been filled with kindness this month and 
it has been wonderful to see all that students and staff have done “to flex their kind-
ness muscles”. Here at SEE, we have been so appreciative of events that have felt a 
bit more “normal”.  This month, we celebrated Talent Shows with our homeroom 
classes and our students enjoyed their first Fun Lunch in almost two years! These 
events are so important to how we celebrate each other and celebrate together in our 
school.  We are all very grateful for the slow but steady return of things that we once 
took for granted. We remain vigilant and continue with our mid-day cleaning to 
strive to keep our students safe through this ever changing pandemic.  We appreciate 
the hard work and graciousness of our students, staff and families as we partner to-
gether to keep our community healthy, safe and learning. 

 
Although inside the school has been toasty warm with kindness, it has been obvious 
this week that winter is here!  The extreme cold has made everyone aware of the 
need to bundle up carefully with all the necessary layers.  Students require gloves, 
toques, snow pants and winter boots to help keep safe and comfortable while out-
doors.  Please help ensure your child is prepared to enjoy the outdoors by making 
sure their gear fits well, that all exposed skin can be covered, that they can inde-
pendently dress themselves with their winter gear and that each piece is labelled 
with their name. We encourage you to take some time during our winter break to 
enjoy the outdoors with your family whether it is to take a walk amidst the lights, 
build a snowperson or ski, skate or shinny!  Hopefully, the weather will cooperate 
with reasonable temperatures. 
 
As we look ahead to 2022, we cannot help but be excited about the possibilities that 
lie ahead.  As a team, we are looking forward to our upcoming character focus on 
diversity. Beginning in January we will be looking at how diverse our school com-
munity is and how we can celebrate being different from each other, together.  We 
will look at languages, cultures, ethnicity, and uniqueness. There are many rich sto-
ries and traditions among us. We look forward to learning from each other. The past 
two years have fostered a spirit of creativity and resilience, forced us to do hard 
things, and put a renewed focus on the importance of relationships. Those are 
strengths that we bring with us into the new year. As we explore diversity, we will 
encounter stories about what happens when diversity is not valued.  We will face the 
past bravely.  
 
It is an appropriate time to celebrate the strengths within the SEE community that 
has sheltered our students during one of the most trying times in recent memory. By 
sharing our stories, we will help our students, and ourselves, find meaning, purpose 
and joy. Dr. Jody Carrington often says “what is acknowledged will rise”.  So we 
resolve at SEE that 2022 will be a year where being different from each other is 
acknowledged and celebrated. We will work hard to see our differences clearly and 
in doing so strengthen our respect for our shared humanity and inspire us to work for 
a better world.  What are you willing to work for in 2022?  Whatever it is, we know 
that with planning, discipline and hard work, you can make it happen.  So here’s to 
2022 – the year of celebrating every “U” in “Us”!  
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Hi SEE Families, 
 
I want to wish everyone a safe and 
happy break.  I hope these two 
weeks you can find time to play 
games, have fun, colour, bake, walk, 
play outside, sled, or whatever 
brings your family joy.   

When we return it will be 2022!  
I honestly can’t believe it!  I have 
been telling the kids that 2022 is a 
special number for me.   Growing up 
in a very small town in southwest  
Alberta my family had (and still has) 
a post office box number 
2022.   We’ve had it for 42 years! 

This is a special number for me. 
 

I hope 2022 is special for you too 
and brings you all a lot of 

 happiness. 
 
 

Anna Hodgson  
Youth Development Counsellor (SEE) 
anna.hodgson@ffca-calgary.com 
403.258.2728 ext 4247  

 

PARKING & DROP OFF  
REMINDERS 

 
 Please do not park or stop in the bus 

zone. This is not permitted at any time.  
 

 Please do not park in the drop off zone.  
This is for dropping 
off  ONLY. 

 

 Please do not do U 
turns.   This is ex-
tremely dangerous 
with parents and 
students crossing 
the street and it also 
blocks traffic. 

 

 Please obey the speed restrictions. 
 

 Please be respectful of our neighbours  - 
access to their garages and their city 
bins 

 
 Please be kind. Weather conditions can 

make  dropping off and picking up stu-
dents a  
challenge. Your  
patience and  
attention to traffic   safety 
are greatly appreciated. 

 

mailto:anna.hodgson@ffca-calgary.com
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COLD WEATHER AND BUSSES 

If your child rides the bus, please ensure you 

have signed up for the MyBus App.  All the 

Southland buses now have GPS units installed 

so you will be able to see where your child’s 

bus is at any point during it’s scheduled route. 

The code for your campus is available on Edsby.  Please ensure you add the AM 

and PM routes if your child rides two-way.   Please see the website for additional  

information and to register:  http://www.mybusstop.ca/ 

 
What’s Happening This Month at SEE? 

 
December 20th to January 3rd 

Winter Break—No school 

   January 18th to 21st:  Fun Lunch—Chopped Leaf—(By Grade): 

  18th  Grade 1 

  19th  Grade 2 

  20th  Grade 3 

  21st  Grade 4 

 

  21st  Casual Day—No Theme 

 

  27th   Learning Conferences — No School 

    8:00 AM—8:00 PM — Online through Google Meets 

 

  28th  Learning Conferences— No School 

    8:00 AM—12:00 PM — Online through Google Meets 

 

http://www.mybusstop.ca/
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VETERAN’S FOOD BANK 

 

We are so grateful to the families at SEE for your food bank 

donations to our  veterans.  Thanks to you we filled over  12 

boxes.  We are touched by the generosity and support of our 

community.   
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SECRET SENIORS SERVICE 

In November, all 4 of the grade one classes at SEE participated in a service learning project.  Each 

class adopted an isolated senior through the Senior Secret Service.  The Seniors Secret Service 

Society of Alberta is an organization whose mission is to enhance the quality of life for seniors who 

are alone or isolated in the community.    

 

In class we talked about how important our families are and how much we love spending time with 

our grandparents and other special seniors in our world.  Then we imagined what it would be like for 

them to be alone, especially during the holiday season.   The students expressed  empathy quickly 

and were eager to help make a senior’s day just a little bit brighter. 

 

Each student was asked to earn extra money at home 

by doing extra chores; not chores that they were 

already  supposed to do, but ones where they had to 

do someone else’s job.  We set a goal to raise $10 per 

student.  The  students uploaded pictures to their 

google classroom of themselves doing these extra 

chores and then shared their stories of how they 

earned their money with the classes.   

 

The grade one students earned enough money to buy 

everything on our seniors’ wish lists and we were able 

to make an additional donation of $221.18. 

 

“The ultimate beneficiaries are the students. Any time you can mix service and 

learning together, it's a good thing. This gives students additional learning  

experiences and skills that they may not necessarily learn in the classroom on 

campus.”  

- DAVE CALVARIO -  

http://www.quotehd.com/quotes/Author/dave-calvario-quotes
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Message From the Board: 
 

Your Board of Directors is excited to share the results of our recent Board Elections.  

Please join in congratulating and welcoming one returning and two new Directors in 

the new year:  

Jenny Hill 

Ketan Lakhani 

Gopal Saini 
 

Thanks again to all of this year’s candidates for putting your names forward for  

consideration by the Society.  We hope you will remain engaged in future public Board 

meetings and events. 

 

On behalf of the FFCA community, we would like to thank our outgoing Directors, 

Sumara Diaz and Jehn Scantlebury, for your commitment and contributions over the 

past three years. It has truly been a pleasure to serve alongside you. 

 

To all of our society members who logged in to cast your votes, we deeply appreciate 

your attention and commitment to the future of FFCA and thank you for entrusting all 

Directors with the privilege of serving this outstanding organization.  

 

As 2021 comes to a close, we offer warm wishes for a happy, healthy, safe, and restful 

winter break. 2022 is shaping up to be a great year for FFCA, and we look forward to 

celebrating our 25th year in operation, kicking off construction of our replacement 

north high school campus, and many other exciting moments we’ll share as a   

community in the year ahead. 

https://www.ffca-calgary.com/about_us/recent_news/replacement_north_high_school_design
https://www.ffca-calgary.com/about_us/recent_news/replacement_north_high_school_design
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